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LABCORP AWARDED CDC CONTRACT TO STUDY VARIANTS OF COVID-19 VIRUS AND IMPROVE 

PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE 
Genomic Sequencing Aims to Help Define Changes in Transmission and Identify New Mutations 

 
BURLINGTON, N.C., January 7, 2021 — Labcorp (NYSE: LH), a leading global life sciences company, today 
announced that it has been awarded a contract from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to 
provide genomic sequencing of samples of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. 
 
This sequencing will aid the CDC in its goal of conducting a large-scale longitudinal genomic survey of the virus 
using a random set of samples collected from across the United States. The survey aims to provide important 
baseline information for national and state-level surveillance, help define changes in transmission, identify new 
variants of the virus, and improve the public health response to the virus. Through this program, the CDC aims 
to more than double the rate of genomic samples sequenced per week. 
 
Labcorp will sequence the genomes of random de-identified samples that test positive for SARS-CoV-2 and will 
provide the CDC with completed sequences. This sequencing data will be combined with the results of similar 
efforts undertaken by national, state, academic, and private labs to help meet the CDC’s target goal. 
 
“Better decision making starts with better data, and we are eager to help the CDC in its effort to improve the 
nation’s understanding of this virus and how to effectively fight it,” said Dr. Marcia Eisenberg, chief scientific 
officer at Labcorp. “This sequencing survey is a critical project to ensure our knowledge of COVID-19 improves 
even as the virus may mutate and change.” 
 
About Labcorp 
Labcorp is a leading global life sciences company that provides vital information to help doctors, hospitals, 
pharmaceutical companies, researchers, and patients make clear and confident decisions. Through our 
unparalleled diagnostics and drug development capabilities, we provide insights and accelerate innovations to 
improve health and save lives. With over 70,000 employees, we serve clients in more than 100 countries. 
Labcorp (NYSE: LH) reported revenue of $11.5 billion in FY2019. Learn more about us at www.Labcorp.com or 
follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter @Labcorp. 
 
Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements, including but not limited to statements with respect to 
clinical laboratory testing and the potential benefits of a COVID-19 test home collection kit and our responses to 
and the expected future impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the opportunities for future growth. Each of the 
forward-looking statements is subject to change based on various important factors, many of which are beyond 
the Company’s control, including without limitation, whether our response to the COVID-19 pandemic will prove 
effective, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on our business and financial condition, as well as on general 
economic, business, and market conditions, competitive actions and other unforeseen changes and general 
uncertainties in the marketplace, changes in government regulations, including healthcare reform, customer 
purchasing decisions, including changes in payer regulations or policies, other adverse actions of governmental 
and third-party payers, the Company’s satisfaction of regulatory and other requirements, patient safety issues, 
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changes in testing guidelines or recommendations, federal, state, and local governmental responses to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, adverse results in material litigation matters, failure to maintain or develop customer 
relationships, our ability to develop or acquire new products and adapt to technological changes, failure in 
information technology, systems or data security, and employee relations. These factors, in some cases, have 
affected and in the future (together with other factors) could affect the Company’s ability to implement the 
Company’s business strategy and actual results could differ materially from those suggested by these forward-
looking statements. As a result, readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on any of our forward-looking 
statements. The Company has no obligation to provide any updates to these forward-looking statements even if 
its expectations change. All forward-looking statements are expressly qualified in their entirety by this cautionary 
statement. Further information on potential factors, risks and uncertainties that could affect operating and 
financial results is included in the Company’s most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K and subsequent Forms 10-
Q, including in each case under the heading RISK FACTORS, and in the Company’s other filings with the SEC. 
  

### 
 

 
 


